Art
Almanac

Yearly and two-year print
subscriptions available

[ Subscribe ]

Receive our free weekly
newsletter for the latest
art news and exhibitions



http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsskTACVvM8KJC7BCP_0o56WY_rjS73hQbWNs1WsJWbSKNp77wIo0Cw0hQAYEqK1LXhGAxrhNBoYQaF6zfTCpWlOkcV0AHOVkLEN7T3Fs2ANzMCmKijTGmNSEl9WnDkyG8xQU7WXGPnNdpYqgYgZf3_3E61e6vcvImWxO3HJ6_HZY1Ewsj4J12rjOJnivEzZAkCyh84GOc30_Izzmy7o0A2BIFvbQ93Q2eit2h7RPvch-8r7dkJRDTNVrswxpZtObyJyQpr3mA&sai=AMfl-YRmEmLqMsSQKuxbYu8dwwwX5cDWhcQf5_7PRW8IThg369sh6Z0z7oh-FXjecJSXaxxXdO885r1b43ksBq5tN06ez4IYiOH0V8Az_6L4IA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzJI_wLsXr_ny&adurl=https://www.bit.com.au/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssQtzhMsQ3ImolGyvdDcUMNEwizt3H3kbLxufvGe6S-EJJkqi1VDd4XWn8-z65104lDF69i92zfVIrsa6LkB3m2uQoMd1Y6AMUTq0scwCObJoJDqwMd3ItGgs6yjIIjCar_9FkkNDST_7Kq01WxsEHzLxxMLJdOsf0vSIkFm0dgQ51LZrvSdxBh8LdDAWnN4Q-LaXwDtjYMXLyCbAoS1Q2Rw63xI77pWWxvaZgpKo3zskR0UvW85MOOn8eS8mPwNfecZ4E_fIY5jXx1520&sai=AMfl-YTngDsPBa3ZSEA_W3xQsXvw0KXTlygPxYRaHI4_UKEkVPAMQyu0ief8yb_EmV4IaIaUmElF5AywrqXpuxI1wvva6FEQzYF_KdDg5jNMIQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFRX66G2nN-R&adurl=https://www.bit.com.au/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvrRvMjwlA5EBUhWxh-zd7EQ53ZYJ3z6OgtGmDUyXOgs1HVREetTAShTNjb0eRoj34uBfBc-nP0XSsi4v1-p9NUmJAlC9CA_rw53W7mau5HaJqIhEUpOETx9fJAHJgScf0Gx6msWm4xfU4uS6VGHy_MmIVjAM7mV5f214jXOvRHQtZswawEa2QgSDFoEa5S-67rEf4n5UPRWT2m3FieOg8HkOXWGSFJ1VYd9yWg5O6kcpwE9PMjBNDKpaqN9QcRiLifE-y0PRnL&sai=AMfl-YQr4EDGiW31TsvdtcQzsyNvl7Bp6Iw8UM-SIlwpN9jmNvef_zjbGFgGBNmTQEAm16X15RRU5fMfnxRaeyciwrQfqmSmF2VXKdfRN9vGRw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPiFxaslmYIi&adurl=https://www.bit.com.au/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/whats-on/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/features/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/art-industry/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/category/news/
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/tom-polo-emotional-patrol/#
https://www.mymagazines.com.au/magazine/art-almanac?utm_source=art-almanac&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=house%20ads
http://www.art-almanac.com.au/contact-us/

Is your practice autobiographical or a commentary and observation of society?

Both, and I suppose, how can they not be either? The more that I work, the more I realise, or
affirm, that these things are connected and emotionally fluid. The works are collective
narratives shaped by me, my relationships with others and what encircles that personally,

socially and culturally.

Do the images and text reflect a narrative of one another?

While they aren’t always exhibited in equal measure, I see the use of text and image in my
practice as one and the same; one drives the other and back again. I think the text helps to
initiate a narrative and the image proceeds to discourage this through absurdist and illogical
physical forms. Sometimes vague and occasionally more explicit (visually and conceptually),
I think the text serves to reveal the conversations we have with others, or perhaps, just with

ourselves.

The other thing to mention is the significance of how the text is rendered within the works.
Whilst usually painted, occasionally they appear as fluorescent neons or as billboards and
banners. At other times the text is part of a painterly pattern within an abstracted work and

occasionally the letters are overtly figurative themselves. Text is image.
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Tom Polo, Other ﬁebplé’é Problems, 2017, acrylic and Flashe on can;és, 60 x 50cm.
Photograph: Andrew Haining. Courtesy the artist and STATION, Melbourne

What is the significance of using captivating colours such as bold reds and blues?

In terms of colour, I use whatever is feeling right. I rarely try to restrict my choices before
starting a work, but I do think the decisions are made with an understanding of what’s
working for the paintings on a case-by-case basis — it’s an impulse! My studio practice is one

built and informed by process, and colour-use works to respect balance and disrupt it.

Expansive fields of flat colour in my wall pieces or installations set an agenda to create a
work in response to; a backdrop of sorts. From there it’s all intuitive, unless on occasion a
work requires a specific colour for its conceptual weight. Sometimes the seduction of colour
overrides anything else for the audience and I think I’ve accepted that. It’s an emotional

response in the viewer after all.
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Tom Polo, Blend In or Disappear, 2017, acrylic and Flashe on canvas, 180 x
140cm. Photograph: Andrew Haining. Courtesy the artist and STATION,
Melbourne

Tell us about your new exhibition, ‘Emotional Patrol’, at STATION, Melbourne.

The exhibition comes after a period of research across Europe last year whilst I was
undertaking the Brett Whiteley Travelling Art Scholarship, awarded in 2015. Broadly, the
exhibition builds upon my interests in conversation, doubt and gesture as embodied acts of
portraiture and during my time away I began connecting these concepts to familial histories

and places of cultural significance in Italy.

The show will feature a collection of paintings and sculptural elements that focus in on
subjects of emotional theatre and performativity, self care and personal surveillance as well

as the act of collage and costuming to reference masking and facade.

Alongside this show is my participation in ‘Primavera 2017: Young Australian Artists’ at the
Museum of Contemporary Art Australia and there’ll exist an echo between both exhibitions —
almost like a call and response of painted and sculptural works between Sydney and

Melbourne.

STATION
19 August to 9 September, 2017

Melbourne
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